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About Lieut William Bradley
Lieutenant William Bradley (1757–1833) was a Royal Navy officer who travelled with the First Fleet aboard the HMS Sirius, the fleet’s flagship. He is one of the most important primary source writers from the First Fleet.
​​
May 30, 1788 - Conflict with the Aboriginal Peoples
"We saw several of the natives on the high land. They were gathering a kind of fruit which they soaked in water & sucked. On our return to the Cove where we landed, we found a native in a tree gathering a fruit of the size of a small pine, & of a beautiful pale yellow. He got it by fixing a four pronged spear over the stalk & twisting them off. It had a sweet taste. We found 2 children, a boy & a girl, near the tree in which the man was. The children did not appear frightened when we took hold of them. The girl's fingers were complete as were the boy's teeth. When the man had got a good quantity of this spungy fruit, he, with the children, walked along the beach & sat down by the side of a pool of fresh water, to which place we followed him. They eat or rather sucked the whole of what they had gathered, frequently dipping them in the water. They then returned to the place where we first met with them. They eagerly accepted of a gull which we gave them.
On our return to the Sirius we found that some of the natives had been alongside and examined the outside of the ship with great attention, particularly the figure. They appeared to be the same that visited the ship some days before, as they had been shaved. They landed at the Observatory Point, stopped a short time & went up the Harbour.
Capt Campbell, going to the S. W. arm with boats to bring down rushes for thatching his house, on landing at the place where 2 convicts had been left with a tent for the purpose of cutting those rushes, he found the tent but not the men. Finding some blood near the tent, they followed it to the mangrove bushes, where they found both men dead & laying at some distance from each other. One of them had 3 spears in him & one side of his head beat in. The other man had no apparent wound but a blow to the forehead."
Saturday, 31st May
...the Governor with a party went to the place where the 2 men had been killed by the natives: the boat returned, leaving them in a natives path which they meant to follow until they met with the natives. The officer who was in the boat called at the Lieutenant-Governor's farm as he returned & was there informed that a convict had killed 1 of the natives some days before by cutting him across the belly with his knife. I have no doubt but this native having been murdered occasioned their seeking revenge & which proved fatal to those who were not concerned. They have attacked our people when they have met them unarmed, but that did not happen until they had been very ill treated by us in the lower part of the Harbour & fired upon at Botany Bay by the French."

