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VIDEO TRANSCRIPT
Exploring the life of First Fleet convict Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Thackery
Elizabeth Thackery – also known as Betty - was born in England in May 1864.
She grew up near Manchester, at a time when life could be very difficult for poor families.
And Betty seems to have been a lively, independent young woman who did not always follow the rules!
In 1786, Betty was found guilty of stealing some silk handkerchiefs.
They were worth only about one shilling.
But stealing was treated very seriously in Britain at the time.
Betty was sentenced to seven years transportation.
That meant she would be sent far away from Britain as a convict.
Betty was sent to a prison hulk — an old ship being used as a floating prison.
Then, in 1787, she boarded the convict ship Friendship.
It was one of the eleven ships of the First Fleet, sailing all the way to New South Wales.
The voyage lasted for many months.
And according to Marine officer, Lieutenant Ralph Clark, Betty was sometimes rather troublesome!
Clark kept a diary during the voyage.
On 3 July 1787, he recorded that Betty and several other women had been found in an area of the ship where the sailors lived.
It was somewhere they were not allowed to go, and Betty was put in irons as punishment.
That wasn’t the last time Betty got into trouble.
Later in July, Clark recorded that she was still being handcuffed with other women.
Then, on 1 August, Betty and another woman were put in irons again.
And almost straight away, the women began fighting!
Betty certainly seems to have had plenty of spirit.
On 13 August 1787, Betty and three other women were released from their irons.
The officers hoped they would behave better.
Later that year, Betty was transferred from Friendship to another First Fleet ship called Charlotte.
The First Fleet reached New South Wales in January 1788.
Betty later became famous as the first female to step ashore.
It was said that a more prominent woman was to be given the honour, but as the long boat reached the shore, Betty raced ahead and ran along the beach, to the cheers of the other girls.
Betty’s adventures did not end at Sydney Cove.
In 1790, she was sent to Norfolk Island.
There, convicts helped build another British settlement.
And Betty was still getting into trouble!
On 14 July 1791, Ralph Clark recorded that Betty had entered the settlement without permission.
Her punishment was 25 lashes.
But Betty’s life changed as the years passed.
She eventually left Norfolk Island and travelled to Van Diemen’s Land, which we now call Tasmania.
In 1810, she married a former First Fleet marine named Samuel King.
Betty was no longer simply a young convict getting into trouble.
She was beginning a new chapter of her life.
Betty and Samuel became farmers near New Norfolk.
Their property became known as King’s Rocks.
Betty even owned land in her own name.
For a woman who had once been transported across the world for stealing handkerchiefs, that was quite a change!
Betty and Samuel lived for many more years.
Samuel died in 1849 aged 86.
Betty died on 7 August 1856 aged 89.
They were buried in the cemetery of the Methodist chapel in which they were married 46 years before.
By then, nearly seventy years had passed since the First Fleet arrived.
Betty was the last known convict survivor of the First Fleet.
Her headstone is prominent, and inscribed to “BETTY KING, the First White Woman to set foot in Australia.”
In 1988, 200 years after the First Fleet arrived in Australia, the Fellowship of First Fleeters dedicated a memorial plaque in Betty’s name, which was fixed to the base of the cross.
Betty Thackery’s life changed enormously.
She began as a young woman convicted of stealing.
She crossed the world on the First Fleet.
She was punished for breaking rules.
She lived on Norfolk Island.
And eventually, she became a landowner and farmer in Tasmania.
Her story reminds us that the people of the First Fleet had lives that continued long after the ships reached Sydney Cove.
It also shows how some people who had lived in poverty and hardship in Britain eventually found new opportunities and built very different lives in Australia.
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